Good news to Mary

CAROL - Good News the Angel said

Heckler:  What's all this about Good News then?

Need:

Angel

Mary

I am going to tell you!

About 2000 years ago, God  sent an Angel (point)  called Gabriel to talk to a young woman called Mary. (point)   Mary lived in a Town called Nazareth.  Mary was engaged to marry a man called Jospeh.  (point)  

"Good News!", said the angel  Gabriel to Mary.  "God  loves you very much.  You are very special to God.   God  is going to send someone special into the world.  This special person will be the Son of God.  He will be a great King.  He will always be a great King.  His name will be Jesus. And guess what?  God  has chosen you to be Jesus' mother!"  

Mary was not quite sure about this.  But the angel said that God  would sort it all out for her, and she was not to worry!

That was Good News because Jesus was going to come to our world.  He would be able to understand what it was like to live like us.  Because Jesus came to our world, people would be able to know God for themselves.

It was Good News for Mary because she had been chosen by God to be Jesus' mother!

Good News for Joseph

CAROL  -  God rest you merry Gentleman

Heckler:  So who was Joseph then?

Need:

Joseph

Angel

Joseph was a carpenter.  He was engaged to be married to Mary.  Imagine his surprise when Mary told him she was going to be Jesus' mother!

So God sent an angel to help Joseph as well.

"Good News" said the angel to Joseph.  "God is sending someone special to the world.  God is sending His own Son into the world.  His name will be Jesus.  Jesus will rescue everyone from the wrong things they have done.  But guess what?  God wants you to take Mary as your wife, and bring up little Jesus as if he was you very own son!"

Heckler:  So what happens next?

They all have to go to Bethlehem (point)  - don't ask me why I'll tell you later!

Bad news - need to be counted

CAROL - O Little town of Bethlehem

Heckler:  Go on tell me why they had to go to Bethlehem!

Need:

Mary

Jospeh

Bethlehem signpost

OK!  Now imagine that it is nearly time for baby Jesus to be born.  Mary is tired.

Joseph comes in to talk to Mary.   "Bad news I'm afraid!"  Joseph said to Mary.  "We have got to go to Bethlehem." (point)  

"Why?" said Mary.  "It's miles away!"

Joseph said to Mary, "The rulers of our contry want to count us all.  To make it easier for them, we have to go back to the town where we were born.  I was born in Bethlehem, (point)  so we have to ge there!  I know baby Jesus will soon be born, but we have to go."

So off they went to Bethlehem. (point) 

Bad news said the Inn Keeper

CAROL - Once in Royal David's City

Heckler:  So what happened when they got to Bethlehem then?

Need:

Mary

Joseph

Donkey

Inkeeper

Crowd

Here they are in Bethlehem.  It was very crowded.  Loads of people were there to be counted.  

Mary and Joseph knocked on loads of doors trying to find somewhere to sleep.  Mary was starting to give birth to baby Jesus.

Finally the knocked on the door of a small inn.

"Bad News!" said the inn keeper.  "I have no where for you to stay.  There is not one room left in Bethlehem"  Then the inn keeper saw that Mary was crying, and that she was about to give birth to a baby.

So the Inn keeper said,  "Good news!  I tell you what, you can sleep in the stable at the back!"

Good News - Jesus is born

CAROL -  Away in a Manger

Heckler:  So does that mean that baby Jesus was born in a smelly old stable?

Need:

Mary

Joseph

Baby

Yes.  Jesus, the King of Kings was born in a smelly old stable.  (point)  

"It's a boy!" said Joseph as he handed baby Jesus to Mary.  God promised us a baby boy.  Here is God's own son, and we will call Him Jesus, just as we were told to by the Angel.

Good News to Shepherds

CAROL - While Shepherds watched their flock

Heckler:  OK so Jesus is born.  Who knew about it, and who cared?

Need:

Angels

Shepherds

Mary/Joseph/baby

Jesus was God's Son.  God cared about Jesus, so God decided to tell people that Jesus had been born.  

Just outside Bethlehem there were some shepherds (point)  looking after their sheep.  Suddenly the sky was filled with masses of Angels singing and praising God.  "Good News!" said the angels.  "God has sent someone special into the world.  If you hurry into Bethlehem you will be able to see Him for yourselves.  He is only a baby now, wrapped up warmly in a stable.  He is called Jesus.  One day Jesus will bring peace to all the world!"  

So the first people to see baby Jesus were shepherds - ordinary people, not posh people.

Good News to Wise men

CAROL - As with Gladness men of old.

Heckler:  Why did God only tell shepherds about Jesus?  Surely He must have told other people as well?

Need:

Wisemen

Star

King Herod

Herod's advisors

Mary/Jospeh/baby Jesus

Presents

A long way away, in a far off country, some wise men (point)  had been watching the stars.  "Quick," called one of them to his friends.  "There is a big new star, (point)  and that means there is a new King born.  Let's follow the star!"

So the wise men followed the star all the way to Israel.  When they got there they asked loads of people where the new king was, but no one knew.  They even asked Herod, (point)  who was the King of Israel.  He didn't know where the new king was either, but Herod's men said that the special King of the Jews, was supposed to be born in Bethlehem. Herod asked the wise men to come and tell him when they found Jesus.

So the wise men (point)   went off to Bethlehem. (point)   When they got to Bethlehem they found Jesus.  They gave Jesus presents of gold, frankincense and myrrh.  Frankincense and myrrh are things that smell very nice and are very expensive.  

The wise men went straight home after this.  They did not go to tell Herod where Jesus was, because God had told them not to.  Herod was jealous of Jesus and wanted to kill Him!

Good News to us

CAROL - O come all ye faithful

Heckler:  What's all this got to do with me then?

Need:

A good question!  Do you remember how the angel told Mary that Jesus would help people know God for themselves?  Well, Jesus grew up to be a man, and one day he was arrested, and killed even though He had done nothing wrong.

Heckler:  That's not fair!

No, I know.  But Jesus died so we could be forgiven, and we can be friends with God.  Unless Jesus had died, that would not be possible.  

But Jesus came back to life again, and is now the King of everything, just as the angel promised!

If you and I believe in Jesus, and say sorry for the bad things you have done, and trust in Him, we can be forgiven too, and we can be friends with God forever.

So the story that starts with baby Jesus being born in a smelly old stable, ends with Jesus as the King of everything.  He is able to bring peace to you, and forgiveness if you will let Him.

Have a great Christmas time!!

CAROL - Good News the Angel said

