
Sunday 14th February Sermon

The Lord is my shepherd
Slide 1  The Lord is my shepherd
Psalm 23 talks about our life being a journey.  Today I am going to talk about the first few verses of Psalm 23.
Psalm 23:1-3
The Lord is my shepherd:

I have everything that I need.
The Lord makes me lie down in green pastures;

The Lord leads me beside the still waters;
The Lord refreshes my soul.

The Lord guides me on the paths of righteousness, (doing what is right)

So that I may serve The Lord with love.
Our lives can look like a journey sometimes.  Sometimes our life is easy - the path is wide and flat.  Sometimes our life is hard - dark and difficult.  BUT at the end we will be with Jesus if we love Him.

Slide 2. Picture of board for those at back!!
>>>>> Pics onto This board shows the journey!  Explain …….  Two people going on a journey, living their life.

Slide 3.   Friend
Verse 1. says The Lord is my shepherd - friendship 
Wow!  the God who made the universe wants to be my shepherd or my friend.  God wants to get to know me. God wants me to live each day with HIM! We really are special to God!!  God wants to be the best friend we could ever have!  Someone to look after us, guide us, and watch over us

Slide 4.  Possessions
Verse 1.  says, I have everything that I need - Supply
God does not promise us all the things we WANT! Things like lots of money, big house, big car, lots of clothes, new computers / phones!
Slide 5.  Ill in bed
Nor does God guarantee that we will never get ill!  (Shame!)
Slide 6.  Hard times
Nor does God promise that we will never have hard times! (Shame!)
Slide 7.  Pic of some of things we NEED >>>>> Pics onto board
God does promise that he will give its what we NEED - food, clothes, a place to live, AND … Jesus as our friend.  Wow … God as our friend.   BUT because God really does love us, we often enjoy all sorts of good things.  These are gifts from God for us to enjoy as well - other friends, things to do during the day, a car,  a phone and so on!
Slide 8. Stressed
We can all get stressed, worried and fearful!!  BUT, if we talk to Jesus, He will help us to … rest.   Jesus gives us Peace - sign etc.  …..

The Psalm says this: 
Slide 9.  Sheep by still water
Verse 2 says: The Lord makes me lie down in green pastures.  

AND … 
verse 2 also says, The Lord leads me beside the still waters.  

All of us sometimes get worn out.  We feel that we want to run way and hide!

BUT …
Verse 3 says, The Lord refreshes my soul.

The Lord guides me on the paths of righteousness, (doing what is right)
He refreshes my soul  God will make me feel better about myself. God helps us to realise that He is in control - God gives us peace if we ask Him to….!

Slide 10.  Heart
God watches over me!  Because God loves me!
Verse 3 ends by saying, So that I may serve The Lord with love.
Slide 11.  Smilie and tick >>>>>  Pics onto board
And God does all this to help me serve and love Him!  God leads me on right paths to show that he is good ….. So that I may serve The Lord with love - God will show me the way to live - the paths of righteousness.  If we do not know what is the right thing to do we can ask God and he will show us.  
Slide 12.  Heart
Brilliant!  

God gives us what we need

God gives us peace and calm

God will show us the right way to live

And every day we need to ask Him for these things and trust Him to give us them, and then thank Him for them!

———————-
Rope prayer
Rope is for hanging on!! Whatever is happening in life it is good to hang on to Jesus!  Feel safe and secure, and loved.  

Thank you Jesus for giving us the things we need.

Jesus - help us to trust you all the time.
Thank you Jesus for helping us to live peacefully and calmly.

Jesus - help us to trust you all the time.
Thank you Jesus that you love us so much.  Thank you that you want us to love you, and do what is right.

Jesus - help us to trust you all the time.
Amen
This next section can be added when you are studying V4
When life is difficult and we are frightened, when we are ill and tired and fed up

Jesus - help us to trust you all the time.

This section can be added when you are studying V5-6
When things are going really well and we are enjoying you and all that you have to give us

Jesus - help us to trust you all the time.
Help us not to forget you, but to keep on loving you, and help us to look forward to being with you forever.

Jesus - help us to trust you all the time.
In Jesus’ name

Amen
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